
 

 

2026 New RAY bag titles 

 

Brave the Wild River: The Untold Story of Two Women Who Mapped the Botany of the Grand Canyon  
by Melissa L. Sevigny NONFICTION 
The riveting tale of two pioneering botanists and their historic boat trip down the Colorado River and 
through the Grand Canyon. 
 

Brooklyn by Colm Toiben FICTION 
Young Eilis Lacey dreams of life beyond the confines of her tiny Irish village, but unlike her beautiful sister, Rose, Eilis' gifts 
are of a more practical nature: she has a head for numbers and is a loving and dutiful daughter. Yet her ambition cannot 
be hidden and soon is noted by the Parish Priest, Father Flood. Via a church contact, he arranges for Eilis to travel to 
America where a job opportunity has arisen in New York with a reputable "merchant of Italian origin". Eilis finds lodgings 
in an eccentric boarding house and ekes out an existence in the cosmopolitan melting pot that is 1950s Brooklyn, 
impressing her employer, outwitting her landlady, and even falling in love. It seems her dream is truly becoming a reality. 
But then fate intervenes: a family crisis back home forces Eilis to make a choice between the past and the future, the old 
world and the new. 

 

A Fever in the Heartland: The Ku Klux Klan's Plot to Take Over America, and the Woman Who Stopped Them  

by Timothy Egan NONFICTION 

The Roaring Twenties -- the Jazz Age-- has been characterized as a time of Gatsby frivolity. But it was also the height of 

the uniquely American hate group, the Ku Klux Klan. Their domain was not the old Confederacy, but the Heartland and 

the West. And the man who set in motion their takeover of great swaths of America was a charismatic charlatan named 

D.C. Stephenson. But at the peak of his influence, it was a seemingly powerless woman -- Madge Oberholtzer -- who 

would reveal his secret cruelties, and whose deathbed testimony finally brought the Klan to their knees. 

The Frozen River by Ariel Lawhon FICTION 

In 1789 Maine, midwife and healer Martha Ballard, who is good at keeping secrets, investigates a shocking murder linked 

to an alleged rape that has shaken her small town, especially when her diary lands at the center of the scandal, 

threatening to tear both her family and her community apart. 

The God of the Woods by Liz Moore FICTION 

Early morning, August 1975: a camp counselor discovers an empty bunk. Its occupant, Barbara Van Laar, has gone 

missing. Barbara isn’t just any thirteen-year-old: she’s the daughter of the family that owns the summer camp and 

employs most of the region’s residents. And this isn’t the first time a Van Laar child has disappeared. Barbara’s older 

brother similarly vanished fourteen years ago, never to be found. 

Kitchen Confidential Updated Edition: Adventures in the Culinary Underbelly by Anthony Bourdain 

NONFICTION 

An updated and revised edition of Anthony Bourdain's mega-bestselling Kitchen Confidential, with new material from the 

original edition Almost two decades ago, the New Yorker published a now infamous article, “Don’t Eat before You Read 

This,” by then little-known chef Anthony Bourdain. Bourdain spared no one’s appetite as he revealed what happens 

behind the kitchen door. The article was a sensation, and the book it spawned, the now classic Kitchen Confidential, 



became an even bigger sensation, a mega bestseller with over one million copies in print. Frankly confessional, 

addictively acerbic, and utterly unsparing, Bourdain pulls no punches in this memoir of his years in the restaurant 

business. Fans will love to return to this deliciously funny, delectably shocking banquet of wild-but-true tales of life in the 

culinary trade from Chef Anthony Bourdain, laying out his more than a quarter-century of drugs, sex, and haute cuisine—

this time with never-before-published material.  

The Lion Women of Tehran by Marjan Kamali FICTION 

In 1950s Tehran, seven-year-old Ellie lives in grand comfort until the untimely death of her father, forcing Ellie and her 

mother to move to a tiny home downtown. Lonely and bearing the brunt of her mother's endless grievances, Ellie 

dreams for a friend to alleviate her isolation. Luckily, on the first day of school, she meets Homa, a kind girl with a brave 

and irrepressible spirit. Together, the two girls play games, learn to cook in the stone kitchen of Homa's warm home, 

wander through the colorful stalls of the Grand Bazaar, and share their ambitions of becoming "lion women." But their 

happiness is disrupted when Ellie and her mother are afforded the opportunity to return to their previous bourgeois life. 

Now a popular student at the best girls' high school in Iran, Ellie's memories of Homa begin to fade. Years later, however, 

her sudden reappearance in Ellie's privileged world alters the course of both of their lives. Together, the two young 

women come of age and pursue their own goals for meaningful futures. But as the political turmoil in Iran builds to a 

breaking point, one earth-shattering betrayal will have enormous consequences. 

The Man Who Mistook His Wife for a Hat: And Other Clinical Tales by Oliver Sacks NONFICTION 

In his most extraordinary book, Oliver Sacks recounts the stories of patients lost in the bizarre, apparently inescapable 

world of neurological disorders. These are case studies of people who have lost their memories and with them the 

greater part of their pasts; who are no longer able to recognize people or common objects; whose limbs have become 

alien; who are afflicted and yet are gifted with uncanny artistic or mathematical talents. In Dr Sacks' splendid and 

sympathetic telling, each tale is a unique and deeply human study of life struggling against incredible adversity. 

The Rediscovery of America: Native Peoples and the Unmaking of US History by Ned Blackhawk  

NONFICTION 

Blackhawk’s retelling of U.S. history acknowledges the enduring power, agency, and survival of Indigenous peoples, 

yielding a truer account of the United States and revealing anew the varied meanings of America. 

Remarkably Bright Creatures by Shelby Van Pelt FICTION 

For fans of A Man Called Ove, a luminous debut novel about a widow's unlikely friendship with a giant Pacific octopus 

reluctantly residing at the local aquarium--and the truths she finally uncovers about her son's disappearance 30 years 

ago. 

The Sisterhood: The Secret History of Women at the CIA by Liza Mundy NONFICTION 

In this thrilling new perspective on history, the New York Times bestselling author of Code Girls turns her attention the 

women of the CIA who fought to become operatives, transformed spy craft and provided the data analysis that helped 

track down Bin Laden in his Pakistani compound. 

The Wedding People by Alison Espach FICTION 

A group of surprising people help an unexpected wedding guest start anew. In turns absurdly funny and devastatingly 

tender, Alison Espach’s The Wedding People is ultimately an incredibly nuanced and resonant look at the winding paths 

we can take to places we never imagined—and the chance encounters it sometimes takes to reroute us. 

 




