
 
 

New RAY bag titles for 2024 

 

The Art Thief: A True Story of Love, Crime, and a Dangerous Obsession by Michael Finkel (nonfiction) coming 
soon 
For centuries, works of art have been stolen in countless ways from all over the world, but no one has been 

quite as successful at it as the master thief Stéphane Breitwieser. Carrying out more than two hundred heists 

over nearly eight years—in museums and cathedrals all over Europe—Breitwieser, along with his girlfriend who 

worked as his lookout, stole more than three hundred objects, until it all fell apart in spectacular fashion. This is 

a riveting story of art, crime, love, and an insatiable hunger to possess beauty at any cost. 

The Bandit Queens by Parini Shroff 
Five years ago, Geeta lost her no-good husband. As in, she actually lost him—he walked out on her and she has 
no idea where he is. But in her remote village in India, rumor has it that Geeta killed him. And it’s a rumor that 
just won’t die. It turns out that being known as a “self-made” widow comes with some perks. No one messes 
with her, harasses her, or tries to control (ahem, marry) her. It’s even been good for business; no one dares to 
not buy her jewelry. Freedom must look good on Geeta, because now other women are asking for her 
“expertise,” making her an unwitting consultant for husband disposal. And not all of them are asking nicely. 
 
The Complete Persepolis: The Story of a Childhood by Marjane Satrapi (nonfiction)  
Originally published to wide critical acclaim in France, where it elicited comparisons to Art Spiegelman's Maus, 
Persepolis is Marjane Satrapi's wise, funny, and heartbreaking memoir of growing up in Iran during the Islamic 
Revolution. In powerful black-and-white comic strip images, Satrapi tells the story of her life in Tehran from ages 
six to fourteen, years that saw the overthrow of the Shah's regime, the triumph of the Islamic Revolution, and 
the devastating effects of war with Iraq. 
 
How We Win the Civil War: Securing a Multiracial Democracy and Ending White Supremacy for Good by Steve 
Phillips (nonfiction)  
The bestselling author pulls no punches on what America needs to defeat white supremacy National political commentator 

Steve Phillips's "politically charged and thoughtfully reasoned" (Kirkus Reviews). How We Win the Civil War helped chart the 

way forward for progressives and people of color, arguing that Democrats must recognize the nature of the fight we're in, 

which is a contest between democracy and white supremacy left unresolved after the Civil War. Combining a powerful 

grasp of history with Phillips's trademark, no-nonsense political critique, this "spirited and persuasive . . . rousing call for 

change" (Publishers Weekly) argues that we will not overcome until we govern as though we are under attack--until we 

finally recognize that the time has come to finish the conquest of the Confederacy and all that it represents. With a new 

preface laying out what is at stake in the 2024 general election, Phillips delivers razor-sharp prescriptions for the new 

political season, including specific guidance for politicians, policymakers, and ordinary citizens alike. How We Win the Civil 

War is the essential political book for 2024 and beyond--showing us how to rid our politics of white supremacy, once and 

for all. 

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou (nonfiction) 
Maya Angelou’s debut memoir is a modern American classic beloved worldwide. Her life story is told in the documentary 

film And Still I Rise, as seen on PBS’s American Masters. 



Here is a book as joyous and painful, as mysterious and memorable, as childhood itself. I Know Why the Caged Bird 

Sings captures the longing of lonely children, the brute insult of bigotry, and the wonder of words that can make the world 

right. Maya Angelou’s debut memoir is a modern American classic beloved worldwide. 

Sent by their mother to live with their devout, self-sufficient grandmother in a small Southern town, Maya and her brother, 

Bailey, endure the ache of abandonment and the prejudice of the local “powhitetrash.” At eight years old and back at her 

mother’s side in St. Louis, Maya is attacked by a man many times her age—and has to live with the consequences for a 

lifetime. Years later, in San Francisco, Maya learns that love for herself, the kindness of others, her own strong spirit, and 

the ideas of great authors (“I met and fell in love with William Shakespeare”) will allow her to be free instead of imprisoned. 

Poetic and powerful, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings will touch hearts and change minds for as long as people read. 

Kafka on the Shore by Haruki Murakami 
A tour de force of metaphysical reality, Kafka on the Shore is powered by two remarkable characters: a teenage boy, Kafka 

Tamura, who runs away from home either to escape a gruesome oedipal prophecy or to search for his long-missing mother 

and sister; and an aging simpleton called Nakata, who never recovered from a wartime affliction and now is drawn toward 

Kafka for reasons that, like the most basic activities of daily life, he cannot fathom. Their odyssey, as mysterious to them as 

it is to us, is enriched throughout by vivid accomplices and mesmerizing events. Cats and people carry on conversations, a 

ghostlike pimp employs a Hegel-quoting prostitute, a forest harbors soldiers apparently unaged since World War II, and 

rainstorms of fish (and worse) fall from the sky. There is a brutal murder, with the identity of both victim and perpetrator a 

riddle - yet this, along with everything else, is eventually answered, just as the entwined destinies of Kafka and Nakata are 

gradually revealed, with one escaping his fate entirely and the other given a fresh start on his own. Extravagant in its 

accomplishment, Kafka on the Shore displays one of the world's truly great storytellers at the height of his powers. 

Kindred by Octavia E. Butler 
The visionary time-travel classic whose Black female hero is pulled through time to face the horrors of American slavery and 

explores the impacts of racism, sexism, and white supremacy then and now. 

“I lost an arm on my last trip home. My left arm.” 

Dana’s torment begins when she suddenly vanishes on her 26th birthday from California, 1976, and is dragged through time 

to antebellum Maryland to rescue a boy named Rufus, heir to a slaveowner’s plantation. She soon realizes the purpose of 

her summons to the past: protect Rufus to ensure his assault of her Black ancestor so that she may one day be born. As she 

endures the traumas of slavery and the soul-crushing normalization of savagery, Dana fights to keep her autonomy and 

return to the present. 

Mad Honey by Jodi Picoult and Jennifer Finney Boylan 
Olivia McAfee knows what it feels like to start over. Her picture-perfect life--living in Boston, married to a brilliant 

cardiothoracic surgeon, raising their beautiful son, Asher--was upended when her husband revealed a darker side. She 

never imagined that she would end up back in her sleepy New Hampshire hometown, living in the house she grew up in and 

taking over her father's beekeeping business. Lily Campanello is familiar with do-overs, too. When she and her mom 

relocate to Adams, New Hampshire, for her final year of high school, they both hope it will be a fresh start. And for just a 

short while, these new beginnings are exactly what Olivia and Lily need. Their paths cross when Asher falls for the new girl 

in school, and Lily can't help but fall for him, too. With Ash, she feels happy for the first time. Yet she wonders if she can 

trust him completely. . . . Then one day, Olivia receives a phone call: Lily is dead, and Asher is being questioned by the 

police. Olivia is adamant that her son is innocent. But she would be lying if she didn't acknowledge the flashes of his father's 

temper in Ash, and as the case against him unfolds, she realizes he's hidden more than he's shared with her. Mad Honey is a 

riveting novel of suspense, an unforgettable love story, and a moving and powerful exploration of the secrets we keep and 

the risks we take in order to become ourselves. 

Solito: A Memoir by Javier Zamora (nonfiction)  
Trip. My parents started using that word about a year ago--"one day, you'll take a trip to be with us. Like an adventure." 

Javier Zamora's adventure is a three-thousand-mile journey from his small town in El Salvador, through Guatemala and 

Mexico, and across the U.S. border. He will leave behind his beloved aunt and grandparents to reunite with a mother who 



left four years ago and a father he barely remembers. Traveling alone amid a group of strangers and a "coyote" hired to 

lead them to safety, Javier expects his trip to last two short weeks. At nine years old, all Javier can imagine is rushing into 

his parents' arms, snuggling in bed between them, and living under the same roof again. He cannot foresee the perilous 

boat trips, relentless desert treks, pointed guns, arrests and deceptions that await him; nor can he know that those two 

weeks will expand into two life-altering months alongside fellow migrants who will come to encircle him like an unexpected 

family. A memoir as gripping as it is moving, Solito provides an immediate and intimate account not only of a treacherous 

and near-impossible journey, but also of the miraculous kindness and love delivered at the most unexpected moments. 

Solito is Javier Zamora's story, but it's also the story of millions of others who had no choice but to leave home. 

Vera Wong’s Unsolicited Advice for Murderers by Jesse Q. Sutanto coming soon 
A lonely shopkeeper takes it upon herself to solve a murder in the most peculiar way in this captivating mystery by Jesse Q. 

Sutanto, bestselling author of Dial A for Aunties. Vera Wong is a lonely little old lady--ah, lady of a certain age--who lives 

above her forgotten tea shop in the middle of San Francisco's Chinatown. Despite living alone, Vera is not needy, oh no. She 

likes nothing more than sipping on a good cup of Wulong and doing some healthy detective work on the Internet about 

what her Gen-Z son is up to. Then one morning, Vera trudges downstairs to find a curious thing--a dead man in the middle 

of her tea shop. In his outstretched hand, a flash drive. Vera doesn't know what comes over her, but after calling the cops 

like any good citizen would, she sort of . . . swipes the flash drive from the body and tucks it safely into the pocket of her 

apron. Why? Because Vera is sure she would do a better job than the police possibly could, because nobody sniffs out a 

wrongdoing quite like a suspicious Chinese mother with time on her hands. Vera knows the killer will be back for the flash 

drive; all she has to do is watch the increasing number of customers at her shop and figure out which one among them is 

the killer. What Vera does not expect is to form friendships with her customers and start to care for each and every one of 

them. As a protective mother hen, will she end up having to give one of her newfound chicks to the police? 

Your Brain on Art: How the Arts Transform Us by Susan Magsamen and Ivy Ross (nonfiction) coming soon 
Many of us think of the arts as entertainment--a luxury of some kind. In Your Brain on Art, authors Susan Magsamen and Ivy 

Ross show how activities from painting and dancing to expressive writing, architecture, and more are essential to our lives. 

We're on the verge of a cultural shift in which the arts can deliver potent, accessible, and proven solutions for the well-

being of everyone. Magsamen and Ross offer compelling research that shows how engaging in an art project for as little as 

forty-five minutes reduces the stress hormone cortisol, no matter your skill level, and just one art experience per month can 

extend your life by ten years. They expand our understanding of how playing music builds cognitive skills and enhances 

learning; the vibrations of a tuning fork create sound waves to counteract stress; virtual reality can provide cutting-edge 

therapeutic benefit; and interactive exhibits dissolve the boundaries between art and viewers, engaging all our senses and 

strengthening memory. Doctors have even been prescribing museum visits to address loneliness, dementia, and many 

other physical and mental health concerns. Your Brain on Art is a portal into this new understanding about how the arts and 

aesthetics can help us transform traditional medicine, build healthier communities, and mend an aching planet. Featuring 

conversations with artists such as David Byrne, Renée Fleming, and evolutionary biologist E. O. Wilson, Your Brain on Art is 

an authoritative guide to neuroaesthetics. The book weaves a tapestry of breakthrough research, insights from 

multidisciplinary pioneers, and compelling stories from people who are using the arts to enhance their lives. 

 
 

 


