
 

 

NEW 2022 RAY Bag Titles  

These titles have been selected for the Read Around Yolo collection this year. They will be 

added to the KitKeeper online reservation system when they are available.  

Anxious People by Fredrik Backman 
Taken hostage by a failed bank robber while attending an open house, eight anxiety-
prone strangers—including a redemption-seeking bank director, two couples who would 
fix their marriages and a plucky octogenarian—discover their unexpected common 
traits. 

The Beekeeper of Aleppo by Christy Lefteri 
A beekeeper and his artist wife have their lives upended and must flee after war destroys 
their home in Aleppo, Syria, and they set off on a dangerous journey through Turkey and 
Greece, towards an uncertain future in England. 

Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents by Isabel Wilkerson 
The Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Warmth of Other Suns identifies the qualifying 
characteristics of historical caste systems to reveal how a rigid hierarchy of human 
rankings, enforced by religious views, heritage and stigma, impact everyday American 
lives. 

Fifty Words for Rain by Asha Lemmie 
Abandoned by a mother who instructs her never to fight or ask questions, an illegitimate 
child of mixed heritage in 1948 Kyoto forges a powerful bond with her older half-brother 
against the wishes of their formidable grandparents. 

How Much of These Hills is Gold by C. Pam Zhang 
Two orphaned Chinese immigrant siblings flee the threats of their gold rush mining town 
across an unforgiving landscape where their survival is tested by family secrets, sibling 
rivalry and disparate goals. 

The Library Book by Susan Orlean 
The author reopens the unsolved mystery of the most catastrophic library fire in 
American history and delivers a dazzling love letter to a beloved institution: our libraries. 

 
 
 

https://www.eventkeeper.com/kitkeeper/index.cfm?curOrg=YOLO


The Paris Library by Janet Skeslien Charles 
Based on a true story, this novel describes how a lonely, 1980s teenager befriends an 
elderly neighbor and uncovers her past as a librarian at the 
American Library in Paris who joined the Resistance when the Nazis arrived. 

Sign My Name to Freedom: A Memoir of a Pioneering Life by Betty Reid Soskin 
In Betty Reid Soskin's 96 years of living, she has been a witness to a grand sweep of 
American history. When she was born in 1921, the lynching of African-Americans was a 
national epidemic, blackface minstrel shows were the most popular American form of 
entertainment, white women had only just won the right to vote, and most African-
Americans in the Deep South could not vote at all. From her great-grandmother, who 
had been enslaved until her mid-20s, Betty heard stories of slavery and the times of 
terror and struggle for black folk that followed. In her lifetime, Betty has watched the 
nation begin to confront its race and gender biases when forced to come together in the 
World War II era; seen our differences nearly break us apart again in the upheavals of 
the civil rights and Black Power eras; and, finally, lived long enough to witness both the 
election of an African-American president and the re-emergence of a militant, racist far 
right. Blending together selections from many of Betty's hundreds of blog entries with 
interviews, letters, and speeches, Sign My Name to Freedom invites you along on that 
journey, through the words and thoughts of a national treasure who has never stopped 
looking at herself, the nation, or the world with fresh eyes. 

The Thursday Murder Club by Richard Osman 
Meeting weekly in their retirement village's Jigsaw Room to exchange theories about 
unsolved crimes, four savvy septuagenarians propose a daring but unorthodox plan to 
help a woman rookie cop solve her first big murder case. 

We Begin at the End by Chris Whitaker 
Thirty years ago, a teenage Vincent King was sent to prison. But now, he's served his 
sentence and is returning to his hometown. The hometown where his childhood best 
friend, Walk, is now the chief of police. The town where his childhood sweetheart, Star 
Radley, still lives. The same Star Radley whose sister he killed. Duchess, Star's daughter, 
is a self-proclaimed outlaw. She needs to be. Who else is going to take care of her and 
her five-year-old brother? Star is still dazzling, still beautiful, but she hasn't shined as 
bright since Vincent was sent away. Too often it's Duchess and Walk who are the ones 
taking care of her. But when Duchess exacts her own vigilante revenge, she will set into 
motion a series of events that threatens not only her own family, but everyone she grows 
close to. 


