
 
 

  

New RAY bag titles for 2023 
 

Before the Coffee Gets Cold by Toshikazu Kawaguchi coming soon 
If you could go back in time, who would you want to meet? In a small back alley of Tokyo, there is a café 
that has been serving carefully brewed coffee for more than one hundred years. Local legend says that 
this shop offers something else besides coffee--the chance to travel back in time. Over the course of one 
summer, four customers visit the café in the hopes of making that journey. But time travel isn't so simple, 
and there are rules that must be followed. Most important, the trip can last only as long as it takes for the 
coffee to get cold. Heartwarming, wistful, mysterious and delightfully quirky, Toshikazu Kawaguchi's 
internationally bestselling novel explores the age-old question: What would you change if you could travel 
back in time?  

 
Book Lovers by Emily Henry  
One summer. Two rivals. A plot twist they didn't see coming... Nora Stephens' life is books--she's read 
them all--and she is not that type of heroine. Not the plucky one, not the laidback dream girl, and 
especially not the sweetheart. In fact, the only people Nora is a heroine for are her clients, for whom she 
lands enormous deals as a cutthroat literary agent, and her beloved little sister Libby. Which is why she 
agrees to go to Sunshine Falls, North Carolina for the month of August when Libby begs her for a sisters' 
trip away--with visions of a small town transformation for Nora, who she's convinced needs to become the 
heroine in her own story. But instead of picnics in meadows, or run-ins with a handsome country doctor or 
bulging-forearmed bartender, Nora keeps bumping into Charlie Lastra, a bookish brooding editor from 
back in the city. It would be a meet-cute if not for the fact that they've met many times and it's never been 
cute. If Nora knows she's not an ideal heroine, Charlie knows he's nobody's hero, but as they are thrown 
together again and again--in a series of coincidences no editor worth their salt would allow--what they 
discover might just unravel the carefully crafted stories they've written about themselves. 
 
Defund Fear: Safety Without Policing, Prisons, and Punishment by Zach Norris (nonfiction) 
As the effects of aggressive policing and mass incarceration harm historically marginalized communities 
and tear families apart, how do we define safety? In a time when the most powerful institutions in the 
United States are embracing the repressive and racist systems that keep many communities struggling 
and in fear, we need to reimagine what safety means. Community leader and lawyer Zach Norris lays out 
a radical way to shift the conversation about public safety away from fear and punishment and toward 
growth and support systems for our families and communities. In order to truly be safe, we are going to 
have to dismantle our mentality of Us vs. Them. By bridging the divides and building relationships with 
one another, we can dedicate ourselves to strategic, smart investments--meaning resources directed 
toward our stability and well-being, like healthcare and housing, education and living-wage jobs. This is 
where real safety begins. 2023 UC Davis Campus Community Book Project selection 

 
Firekeeper’s Daughter by Angeline Boulley  
Angeline Boulley's debut novel, Firekeeper's Daughter, is a groundbreaking YA thriller about a Native 

teen who must root out the corruption in her community, perfect f or readers of Angie Thomas and 

Tommy Orange. Eighteen-year-old Daunis Fontaine has never quite fit in, both in her hometown and on 

the nearby Ojibwe reservation. She dreams of a fresh start at college, but when family tragedy strikes, 

Daunis puts her future on hold to look after her fragile mother. The only bright spot is meeting Jamie, the 



 

charming new recruit on her brother Levi's hockey team. Yet even as Daunis falls for Jamie, she senses 

the dashing hockey star is hiding something. Everything comes to light when Daunis witnesses a 

shocking murder, thrusting her into an FBI investigation of a lethal new drug. Reluctantly, Daunis agrees 

to go undercover, drawing on her knowledge of chemistry and Ojibwe traditional medicine to track down 

the source. But the search for truth is more complicated than Daunis imagined, exposing secrets and old 

scars. At the same time, she grows concerned with an investigation that seems more focused on 

punishing the offenders than protecting the victims. Now, as the deceptions--and deaths--keep growing, 

Daunis must learn what it means to be a strong Anishinaabe kwe (Ojibwe woman) and how far she'll go 

for her community, even if it tears apart the only world she's ever known. 

From Scratch: Adventures in Harvesting, Hunting, Fishing, and Foraging on a Fragile Planet by 
David Moscow (nonfiction) 
David Moscow, creator and star of the groundbreaking series From Scratch, takes us on an exploration of 
our planet's complex and interconnected food supply, showing us where our food comes from and why it 
matters in his new book of global culinary adventures. To help us reconnect with the food that sustains 
our lives, David Moscow has spent four years going around the world, meeting with rock-star chefs, and 
sourcing ingredients within local food ecosystems--experiences taking place in over twenty countries that 
include milking a water buffalo to make mozzarella for pizza in Italy; harvesting oysters in Long Island 
Sound and honey from wild bees in Kenya; and making patis in the Philippines, beer in Malta, and sea 
salt in Iceland. Moscow takes us on deep dives (sometimes literally) with fisherfolk, farmers, scientists, 
community activists, historians, hunters, and more, bringing back stories of the communities, workers, 
and environments involved--some thriving, some in jeopardy, all interconnected with food. The result is 
this travel journal that marvels in the world around us while simultaneously examining the environmental 
issues, cultural concerns, and overlooked histories intertwined with the food we eat to survive and thrive. 
Through the people who harvest, hunt, fish, and forage each day, we come to understand today's reality 
and tomorrow's risks and possibilities. 
 
The Fun Habit: How the Pursuit of Joy and Wonder Can Change Your Life by Mike Rucker 
(nonfiction) 
Discover the latest compelling scientific evidence for the potent and revitalizing value of fun and how to 
make having fun a habitual and authentic part of your daily life. Doesn't it seem that the more we seek 
happiness, the more elusive it becomes? There is an easy fix, hiding in plain sight. Fun is an action you 
can take here and now, practically anywhere, anytime. Through research and science, we know fun is 
enormously beneficial to our physical and psychological well-being, yet fun's absence from our modern 
lives is striking. Whether you're a frustrated high-achiever trying to find a better work-life balance or 
someone who is seeking relief from life's overwhelming challenges, it is time you gain access to the best 
medicine available. The Fun Habit is the ultimate guide to reap the serious benefits fun offers. Grounded 
in current research, accessible science, and practical recommendations, The Fun Habit explains how you 
can build having fun into an actionable and effortless habit and why doing so will help you become a 
healthier, more joyful, more productive person. In the vein of Year of Yes, 10% Happier, and Atomic 
Habits, The Fun Habit is an inspiring and motivational guidebook that you will want to share with 
everyone in your life. 
 
Honor by Thrity Umrigar 
In this riveting and immersive novel, bestselling author Thrity Umrigar tells the story of two couples and 
the sometimes dangerous and heartbreaking challenges of love across a cultural divide. Indian American 
journalist Smita has returned to India to cover a story, but reluctantly: long ago she and her family left the 
country with no intention of ever coming back. As she follows the case of Meena--a Hindu woman 
attacked by members of her own village and her own family for marrying a Muslim man--Smita comes 
face to face with a society where tradition carries more weight than one's own heart, and a story that 
threatens to unearth the painful secrets of Smita's own past. While Meena's fate hangs in the balance, 
Smita tries in every way she can to right the scales. She also finds herself increasingly drawn to Mohan, 
an Indian man she meets while on assignment. But the dual love stories of Honor are as different as the 
cultures of Meena and Smita themselves: Smita realizes she has the freedom to enter into a casual affair, 
knowing she can decide later how much it means to her. In this tender and evocative novel about love, 



 

hope, familial devotion, betrayal, and sacrifice, Thrity Umrigar shows us two courageous women trying to 
navigate how to be true to their homelands and themselves at the same time. 
 
The Invisible Life of Addie LaRue by Victoria Schwab  
In the vein of The Time Traveler's Wife and Life After Life, The Invisible Life of Addie LaRue is New York 
Times bestselling author V. E. Schwab's genre-defying tour de force. A Life No One Will Remember. A 
Story You Will Never Forget. France, 1714: In a moment of desperation, a young woman makes a 
Faustian bargain to live forever--and is cursed to be forgotten by everyone she meets. Thus, begins the 
extraordinary life of Addie LaRue, and a dazzling adventure that will play out across centuries and 
continents, across history and art, as a young woman learns how far she will go to leave her mark on the 
world. But everything changes when, after nearly 300 years, Addie stumbles across a young man in a 
hidden bookstore and he remembers her name. 

 
Let Me Tell You What I Mean by Joan Didion (nonfiction) 
These twelve pieces from 1968 to 2000, never before gathered together, offer an illuminating glimpse into 
the mind and process of a legendary figure. They showcase Joan Didion's incisive reporting, her 
empathetic gaze, and her role as "an articulate witness to the most stubborn and intractable truths of our 
time" (The New York Times Book Review). Here, Didion touches on topics ranging from newspapers ("the 
problem is not so much whether one trusts the news as to whether one finds it"), to the fantasy of San 
Simeon, to not getting into Stanford. In "Why I Write," Didion ponders the act of writing: "I write entirely to 
find out what I'm thinking, what I'm looking at, what I see and what it means." From her admiration for 
Hemingway's sentences to her acknowledgment that Martha Stewart's story is one "that has historically 
encouraged women in this country, even as it has threatened men," these essays are acutely and 
brilliantly observed. Each piece is classic Didion: incisive, bemused, and stunningly prescient.  
 
The Maid by Nita Prose 
Molly Gray is not like everyone else. She struggles with social skills and misreads the intentions of others. 
Her gran used to interpret the world for her, codifying it into simple rules that Molly could live by. Since 
Gran died a few months ago, twenty-five-year-old Molly has been navigating life's complexities all by 
herself. No matter--she throws herself with gusto into her work as a hotel maid. Her unique character, 
along with her obsessive love of cleaning and proper etiquette, make her an ideal fit for the job. She 
delights in donning her crisp uniform each morning, stocking her cart with miniature soaps and bottles, 
and returning guest rooms at the Regency Grand Hotel to a state of perfection. But Molly's orderly life is 
upended the day she enters the suite of the infamous and wealthy Charles Black, only to find it in a state 
of disarray and Mr. Black himself dead in his bed. Before she knows what's happening, Molly's unusual 
demeanor has the police targeting her as their lead suspect. She quickly finds herself caught in a web of 
deception, one she has no idea how to untangle. Fortunately for Molly, friends she never knew she had 
unite with her in a search for clues to what really happened to Mr. Black--but will they be able to find the 
real killer before it's too late? A Clue -like, locked-room mystery and a heartwarming journey of the spirit, 
The Maid explores what it means to be the same as everyone else and yet entirely different--and reveals 
that all mysteries can be solved through connection to the human heart. 
 
Night of the Living Rez: Stories by Morgan Talty  
Set in a Native community in Maine, Night of the Living Rez is a riveting debut collection about what it 
means to be Penobscot in the twenty-first century and what it means to live, to survive, and to persevere 
after tragedy. In twelve striking, luminescent stories, author Morgan Talty--with searing humor, abiding 
compassion, and deep insight--breathes life into tales of family and a community as they struggle with a 
painful past and an uncertain future. A boy unearths a jar that holds an old curse, which sets into motion 
his family's unraveling; a man, while trying to swindle some pot from a dealer, discovers a friend passed 
out in the woods, his hair frozen into the snow; a grandmother suffering from Alzheimer's projects the past 
onto her grandson; and two friends, inspired by Antiques Roadshow, attempt to rob the tribal museum for 
valuable root clubs. A collection that examines the consequences and merits of inheritance, Night of the 
Living Rez is an unforgettable portrayal of an Indigenous community and marks the arrival of a standout 
talent in contemporary fiction. 

 
The Reading List by Sara Nisha Adams  



 

An unforgettable and heartwarming debut about how a chance encounter with a list of library books helps 
forge an unlikely friendship between two very different people in a London suburb. Widower Mukesh lives 
a quiet life in Wembley, in West London after losing his beloved wife. He shops every Wednesday, goes 
to Temple, and worries about his granddaughter, Priya, who hides in her room reading while he spends 
his evenings watching nature documentaries. Aleisha is a bright but anxious teenager working at the local 
library for the summer when she discovers a crumpled-up piece of paper in the back of To Kill a 
Mockingbird: It's a list of novels that she's never heard of before. Intrigued, and a little bored with her slow 
job at the checkout desk, she impulsively decides to read every book on the list, one after the other. As 
each story gives up its magic, the books transport Aleisha from the painful realities she's facing at home. 
When Mukesh arrives at the library, desperate to forge a connection with his bookworm granddaughter, 
Aleisha passes along the reading list...hoping that it will be a lifeline for him, too. Slowly, the shared books 
create a connection between two lonely souls, as fiction helps them escape their grief and everyday 
troubles and find joy again. 

 
The Sentence by Louise Erdrich  
In this powerful and timely novel, National Book Award winning author Louise Erdrich explores how the 
burdens of history, and especially identity, appropriation, exploitation, and violence done to human beings 
in the name of justice, manifest in ordinary lives today. Revolving around a small independent bookstore 
in contemporary Minneapolis, The Sentence follows a turbulent year in the life of a strong though 
vulnerable Ojibwe woman named Tookie. After serving part of an outrageously long sentence, Tookie, 
who "learned to read with murderous attention" while in prison, naturally gravitates toward working at a 
bookstore. There she joins a dedicated community of artists and book lovers and begins to build a new 
life for herself. When Flora, the store's most persistent customer, suddenly dies, her ghost refuses to 
leave. Flora returns on All Soul's Day to haunt the bookstore and in particular, Tookie. Why? The mystery 
of this revenant's appearance leads Asema, a fellow Ojibwe bookseller, and Tookie to a shocking 
personal discovery with historical reverberations. Tookie finds that this year of disease, violence, and 
political upheaval is, on a worldwide scale, a year of ghosts and hauntings. A complicated love finds 
Tookie as well when Pollux, who has been in love with her for years, proposes, and they marry. Pollux 
was the tribal police officer who arrested Tookie all those years ago for a crime which turned out to be 
more serious than Tookie knew. How Pollux and Tookie overcome past betrayal and learn to trust each 
other is a challenge that will either deepen or destroy their love. The Sentence begins on All Soul's Day 
2019 and ends on All Soul's Day 2020. Its mystery and proliferating ghost stories during this one year 
propel a narrative as rich, emotional, and profound as anything Louise Erdrich has written. 
 


